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Course Requirements

1. Research paper - about 20 pp. double spaced (60% of grade)

Choose a topic that examines the linkages between population dynamics, affluence/poverty and the natural environment.  Think of population in “broad” terms, including population growth or decline, sex and age composition, internal and international migration, and population policy issues such as access to reproductive health services.  You may focus on one discipline (your department/school), but also demonstrate a cross-disciplinary analysis by encompassing at least one other discipline into your research paper.   

Within your particular topic, your research paper should shed light on (at least) one of these two major questions:

What are the impacts of changes in the natural environment on the human population?

What are the impacts of changes in the human population on the natural environment?

Include in your paper: description of the problem/topic, spatial context (e.g. a specific ecosystem, country or region), research methods, identification of social actors/stakeholders, an analysis of population, poverty and environment factors and interactions, and plausible courses of action/policy to address the problem.

Choose at least one member of the faculty team to consult with and make an appointment by email. Prepare a ten minute oral presentation of your paper (November 20, 27, December 2).

2. Take-home final examination (40% of grade)

You will be asked to prepare a “policy brief” on a specific topic addressed during the course, and in the Readings.  There will be several choices.  Handed out last day of class. 
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