ARE 253/PP253

International Economic Development Policy

Fall 2007

International Public Policy Note #1

World Development Report 2006:

Equity and Development

Due Friday September 14, 2007

The 2006 World Development Report was on the subject of Equity and Development. This is an important concept in public policy and its application to international development is quite controversial. Since publication of the Report, there have been a number of reviews that give you a perspective on the Report and how it has been received in the profession.  See in particular the following two reviews:

Collier, Paul, and Stefan Dercon. 2006. “Review Article: The Complementarities of Poverty Reduction, Equity, and Growth: A Perspective on the World Development Report 2006.” Economic Development and Cultural Change 55: 223-236.

Roemer, John. 2006. “Review Essay, ‘The 2006 world development report: Equity and development.” Journal of Economic Inequality 4: 233-244.

Both are available in the UC electronic journals collection at: http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/BUSI/top.html
The Report is accessible at the following address:

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTWDRS/EXTWDR2006/0,,menuPK:477658~pagePK:64167702~piPK:64167676~theSitePK:477642,00.html
Read in detail the Overview.  We suggest that you structure your policy note as follows:

Title that conveys your take home message on the Report

1.  What is the Report’s main public policy message? Is it important/novel?

2.  How is the argument made to support the main message? What are some of the appreciations and critiques made by you and others as to how the argument is made?

3. How would the Report’s main policy message be implemented?

Conclusion: What is your final appreciation (take home message) of the Report?

Your Policy Note should not exceed four pages, including references.

