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A

ssignm
ent #2

R
eport on current developm

ent issues
P

resentations: W
ednesday, O

ctober 8, 5:00-8:00pm

E
ach of you w

ill draw
 tw

o them
es random

ly from
 the follow

ing list of topics, keep the one you prefer, and
return the other to the pool.

T
he idea of this assignm

ent is to contribute rigorous econom
ic analysis to current developm

ent debates.

Y
ou should prepare a 4-5 pages report w

ith:

(1) Presentation of the subject (provide or suggest quantitative inform
ation that w

ould inform
 the

im
portance of the problem

).
(2) Form

ulation of a research hypothesis.
(3) D

epending on the nature of the subject, provide
- either a conceptualization of an underlying econom

ic logic to this hypothesis
- or an outline of an em

pirical strategy to test this hypothesis.

Inform
ation gathering for the report should include the follow

ing:

Identify 2-3 sem
inal papers using search procedure, etc.

U
se the internet to locate 2-3 relevant sources of inform

ation and identify contrasted positions.
U

se interview
s w

ith 2 experts in the field (principally professors and graduate students on the
B

erkeley cam
pus).

M
ake sure to identify the references, w

eb sites, and inform
ants you used.

R
eports w

ill be presented orally w
ith 15’ total per case, including no less than 5’ for discussion.  H

ence, you
have 10’ to m

ake your case, not an unusual situation in public m
eetings.  Y

ou should prepare overheads or a
Pow

erPoint presentation to tighten and accelerate your delivery.  M
ake sure that your proposal is clearly

evident to all.

Selected them
es

1. 
W

hy the confrontation on globalization?  Focus on the outcom
e of the W

T
O

 negotiation at C
ancun

2. 
T

he debate on foreign aid: Focus on the C
ollier/D

ollar/G
unning–Sachs exchange about the role of policy

pre-conditions?

3. 
N

ew
 trade agreem

ents:  should labor standards be an integral part of L
A

FT
A

?

4. 
K

yoto agreem
ent:  how

 should the pollution quotas be distributed betw
een M

D
C

 and L
D

C
?

5. 
T

he global w
ater crisis:  how

 could efficiency in w
ater use be im

proved?

6. 
L

and reform
:  w

ill the W
orld B

ank’s m
arket assisted approach to land reform

 w
ork?

7. 
W

hat is the potential of biotechnology for poverty reduction, particularly in a context of intellectual
property rights on gene research?

8. 
Inform

al finance:  does it w
ork for the rural poor?

9. 
Social m

anagem
ent of reform

s/transitions:  do social funds w
ork?

10. 
D

em
ocracy and developm

ent:  should international agencies push for dem
ocracy as a precondition for

aid?

11. 
Population and dem

ographic transition:  how
 can it be achieved in poor countries (e.g., B

angladesh)?

12. 
D

evolution of m
anagem

ent of local public services to com
m

unities:  w
hen to choose this approach (e.g.,

for irrigation, potable w
ater, sew

age, etc.)?

13. 
D

ecentralization of governance:  w
ill it help the poor?

14. 
International m

igration:  should international labor m
ovem

ents be liberalized?

15. 
D

rug traffic and the L
D

C
:  w

hat are the policy options for both M
D

C
s and L

D
C

s?

16. 
N

A
FT

A
’s im

pact on M
exican rural poor:  how

 to resolve the acrim
onious debate?

17. 
Public goods and privatization:  should cost recovery in health services be introduced in poor countries?

18. 
E

ducational subsidies program
s:  how

 can they be m
ore effective?

19. 
H

ow
 to secure access to pharm

aceutical for A
ID

S and m
alaria for the L

D
C

s poor?

20. 
Paym

ent for environm
ental services:  w

ho should be paid and how
 m

uch?


